“\DERWALD" AT THE OPERA.

MISS SMYTH'S ONE-ACT LYRIC
PRAMA PRODUCED HERE.

An Intensely Modern Work, In Whish
a Vigorous Intellectuality Is Aective
~Text and Musico Written by the Same
Author—'I1 Trovatere” Alse Sang.

An entirely new double bill was put for-
ward at the Metropolitan Opera House
jast night. The first feature of it was a
genuine novelty, an opera hitherto un-
known to the Metropolitan boards and to
the United States. This was “Der Wald,"”
1w Miss Ethel Hmnh. It was followed by
“11 Trovatore,” which had not beea heard
prev jously in the course of the season.
“Der Wald” was first performed in Berlin
at the Royal Opera on April 9, 1002, and was
one of the novelties of the last season at
Covent Garden, London, where it was di-
rected by Otto Lohse It is a one-act
work, and in order that it might have a
fair hearing it was put at the beginning of
lust night's programme and the hour was
wt for 7:45. This was excellently suited
to the requirements of professional ob-
~ervers of musical doings and the general
public, but it was mortally hard on the
society people, many of whom were com-
mitted to the hearty support of Miss Smyth
and her ambition.

The production of an opera by a woman
is a decided novelty, and it is not astonish-
ing that the publio turned out in good force
to see what it was, After the ourtain had
fallen and the artists had been called out
two or three times, YMiss Smyth made her
appearance. She was applauded to the
scho and laden with ‘' owers. She received
seven recalls and departed from public
view apparently well pleased with her
treatment.

Miss Smyth, emulating the audacious
Wagner, is her own librettist; and the story
which she has conceived for “Der Wald"
is one filled with good thought for musical
embodiment. It is well supplied with op-
portunity for atmoepheric effects ana
for emotional expreesion. It begine with
a dim, nooturnal spectre of the primeval
forest. A fitful fire flames on an altar to
Pan and nymphs are engaged in their dec-
orous devotions. In their chorus we hea-
the text of the dramatic sermon; “Huran
joys and sorrows are swift and fleeting;
we dwell here forever.” The mystic lights
and s adows of the forest fade into utter
darkness and the first scene of the human
tragedy begins. The forest Is the same
one, but in the foreground at one side io
a hut, the home of Roschen and her father.

We learn that Roechen is betrebied to
Heinrich, a young woodman. Friends come
with gifts. There is happiness in the air.
A pedler appears and more gifts are bought
from him. Suddenly a horn breathes in a
far-off glade, and all shudder with alarm.
The inquiring pedler is informed that it is

the horn of Jolanthe, the mistress of the

l‘r:n dl?‘ and a fearful "l'i‘:"‘n ":Ar:oﬂmly.

w ve m ves,
"% . Roschen

dragging a deer which he

in , for it is death to &

She Heinrich to hide it in the

well. The lurking pedier sees him putit

there, and des that he will go and

tw w for venison \f.
H A, left alone, y
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entire performance. Mvu-bm

nhuh.ndtan'un socldent with
'h is, of courss, diffcult to make com-
parisons, as every performance has its
merita, but I think that Mr. Grau has given
Duwm‘tmbutdumithuhnd
They were all 80 excellent.”

Miss Smyth was filled with regret that
lhovumtob-:themdprurnu-
lonolheropon which is set down for
n!‘rlda

“1 have only time to sall for nd
Wednesday upend twenty-four urs
"’“‘l‘e. wny ho to my dog and
,, W:? rubur'. she said.
DerW d" is to be sung there on the last
day of March and I must direct the re-

“I wish it could be given here on Batur-
day night at the popular performance. I
care more for the verdict of the people
in the galleries than for the opinion of any
other Pﬂbllc But the audience was charm-
ing to-night. Nobody ocould have wanted
" ﬁ?: Brayih

m is to lster to Vienna,

re Director ‘o

Mahler is to prod 'Der
de' at the lmparl.l pll oo,

Novelty at First Battery Drill.

Adjutant-General Henry reviewed the
First Battery last night, and Capt. Wendel

introduced a novelty in the sha
phydod drn ‘3.9 y The J:u
mudal drill with rifles

ol t.ho in lntry
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SUNDAY LECTURES IN SCHOOLS.

Ministers Will Tell Beard of Education
They Den't Like It.

A committee of prominent ministers and
laymen has formed to oppose the action
taken by the Board of Education in allowing
the opening of public schools on Sunday
for lectures or amusements. The Methodist
ar.d Baptist meetings, held yesterday, and
the New York Presbytery, have endorsed
the protest. The resolutions, which have
been framed by the committee and which
will be forwarded to the Board of Education
next week, have already been signed by
scores of pastors. The Rev. Dr. W. R.
Huntington, rector of Grace Church, is the
chairman of the committee. Other denomi-
nations are represented by the following
ministers: the Rev. Dr. Israel Wistar Hath-
away, Col. Alexander P. Ketchum and the
Rev. Dr. David O. Wylie, Presbyterians;
the Rev. J. D. Bteele, Reform erian;
the Rev. Dr. R. 8. Rev.

ur and t
Dr. Campbell D.ptht the Rev Dr A. B,
Banfo! m,tho Dr J 0. Wilson and the

Rev. D Methodiat, the
By N Burll end the Bov. D
Dutch Reform.

Tho contention of the ministers is that
ning of the schools on Sunday is

Tt L R B
terday amo!
thamrymtha opening of the

schools for lectures and instruoctive enter-
talnments was merely a wedge to gain
entrance there for nm\nemonu which were
not in strict accordance with the observanoce

of the Sabbath laws, He asserted that in
several of the publio schools last Bunday,
there were entertainments which included
dances and negro songs.

DON'T PUT GABIAGI IN MILK CLV

m-mnmunmmum
Else's Stamp.
TaE SON recelved yesterday a letter from
a man in this city who had been fined $30
for using a stamped milk can as
a garbage receiver. The letter said that
many people are unknowingly laying
themselves liable to the law in this way.
The statute in question ‘won:u:m effect
n 1
in lﬂmmnmondod . R m"&’.

consent or owner or ohlmr use, sell,
dispose o y or traffic in na oan, irre-
speotive o& its condition, which bears the
name or any ldon#:ndon mark the
aw::)r or shipper. fine for each offence

Another statute videa for a fine of
83 for the a jon or improper uee
of a stam bottle.

The laws were primarily to -
ble ""rm mmﬁ‘hmﬁt
reons from ng
zdra cans or lea.

LOWER FREIGHT RATES ORDERED

NMiinote Raliread Commission Fixes Upen
a Reduction of 38 Per Cent.

, March 11.—The Rall-

road and wm Commission to-day

decided to order a horizontal reduction in

all freight rates in the State. The reduc-

. is made up to a distance
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THEATRE RERE AND ABROAD.

HUMORS AND FOLLIES OF PLAYS
AND PLAYGOERS.

A Bibulous Man's Comment on the Parson
in “Ghests’'—Paul Heyse and the Ger-
man Censor—D'Annunzio's Histeriocal
Projeet—Good but Neglected Comedies

*Ghosts” is a play of antique simplicity.
We compared it once to a string quartet
performance in which the music made is
Intense, intimate with tragic pauses and
an overwhelming dénouement. Yet this
plece, 80 easy to grasp, provokes the most
ecomical comments from some audiences.
No doubt Mary Shaw and her company
ocould tell some funny stories.

Last Saturday night a small man with a
large ‘load” gave personal pleasure to
those who sat within range of him—and
the Osborn Playhouse is a band box. He
was not irreverent, not a ribald note was
sung by him; but he took too deep an in-
terest in the play, so deep, indeed, that at
the beginning of the third act he sobbed
aloud:

“lThat there minister hadn't ought to
drink so much.”

We were all shocked. Pasior Manders,
a8 you know, is a man of unblemished
habits, and as portrayed by that excellent
aotor, Maurice Wilkinson, he never sug-
gests for & moment the besetting vice of
kngstrand. But the critlo in the stalls
saw matters in a different light. For him
Darkest Ibsen gave up new ghosts. When-
ever Manders appeared he called out*

“Ha, ha! Been to the club again! Say,
you old soak, you ought to be ashamed!”
One interested in the plav gently remon-
strated. It was not successful. “Go chase
yourself,” was all the young man said.

Earlier in the week a woman in one of

the boxes screamed as Mary Shaw solemnly
intoned: “Ghosts! Ghoctn" So there are
all manner of folk at an Ibsen play, thour
none quite so ori | as the sceptic who
believed not in worthy olerical busy-
body. V\e recall the finale. After Oswald
beocame & sun worshipper our noisy friend
seemed dumbstruck. It only lasted a
moment He burst into cheers and rudely
O.II ir of No. 11 hands.

ell, o all the gillies. Hny. why didn’t
he yell fo? the Police Gazette’” This sounda
:oo good to be true, but, nevertheless, it
8 true.

The censorship that will deprive Berlin
from hearing Paul Heyse's “Mary of Mag-
dala” is ridiculous when you think it over,
especially in a city that listens to Suder-
mann, The Heyse play is harmless, is
old-fashioned; but Prussian hypocrisy has
won.

Perhaps the Emperor ia not in the best
of humor after his recent tilt with Delitasch
and the gentle critical drubbing admin-
istered by Harnack. *“L'Eglise, ¢'est moi!*
is his old watchword, and doubtless “The
theatre—] am It " will be his new one,

It ie lucky this decision came here after
the sucoess of “Mary of Magdala” was as-
sured. Many people are imitative in mat-
ters theatrical, and the pulpit—of Water-
bury and elsewhere—would have taken the
thing seriously. But it is too late. Mrs.
Fiske is enjoying success in Cincinnati,
though soon we expect to hear the usual

y.140ndon is no whit better in this kind of

cheap puritanism. Work the oracle the

right way, however, and almost any sort
{nomn will be endured if it smells of
ety

. Here is that old trick turned u&\.glln of

a win head of Christ. Herbert Salo-
mon— ws name—exhibits a picture
ﬂthathntnummo pen and shut. Gab-

painted a *Handkerchief Christ,*

“ u 'u called twenty years ago. Now,
is Lhm any more irreverence in

lludlo‘:r“ drama than in this conjuror's

The fact that many eminent Berlin artis-
tic and literary celebrities protested, such as

Mommsen, Menzel, Sudermann and others,
may have some effect with the Emperor.
We hope so.

D'Annunzio is still building that new
national theatra in Rome He is writing
for it *King Numa” and intends to give
his attention to three epochs in Floren-
tine history for dramatic treaiment, “1300, "
“The Republic,” and “Medici. ” If the
theatre is ever built much good American
money will go into the enterprise, as Lieb-
ler & Co. can testify. Nineteen hundred and
four is the time set for the opening

Hart Conway has produced George Ber-
nard Shaw's *You Never Can Tell” at the
Studebaker Theatre, Chicago The stu-
dents of the school of acting connected
with the Chlcago Musical College played
this comedy, which is deliclows  London
several seasons ago roared over its delicate
fronles, s topsy-twrvy humor and i
brilllant epigrams

How is it that theatrical managers go
about bewailing the dearth of good comedy
when Mr. Bhaw's plays are published in
three -hulw volumss? “Casar and Cleo
patra® would make the fortune of & clever

:.‘u of ocomedians. Nobody sees  this
he plays have no “heart interest " they
save une with & disiokslid ree gt for

ane's soll and e s berd  Name of & pipe!
But they have a liver lterest, they joggle

THE SUN, -nmsxmr MARCH 12, mia

fumhb‘ ban!dl‘mMQ
but the bomlmtou‘-'
tm.md“n wanted to be a
danoer,” is & ourious human doou-

ment,

Bome one has written a skit on the “En-
oyolopsedia Britannica,” rather a difficult
undertaking, we fancy, and George Alex-
ander's attention to drees is taken off.

He is to have written the follow-
ing (;Tm “Four volumu make a
We recom-

for trousers
D thls o Earl D'Oreay of Pawtucket.
Frank Lawton is still the subject of
theatrical paragraphers in England. And
he still wets his whistle in “The Belle of
New York" at the Coronet, Londan. Pip-
ing has pald in his case.

News of Plays and Players.

The annual benefit performance for the
Aotors’ Fund will be given at the Metro-
politan Opera House this afternoon. The
curtain rises at 1 o'clook.

Many actors and musiclans will uk-
B.“ in the benefit for J. A. Bilberber,

yric Hall on Sunday. Mr. Bilber &
hm become almost b! , and is unable to

Jn‘ where the reading of musio is
u .

ALL /STARJ FOR FROHMANS.

C(haries and Daniel Decide to Give

Up the Steck Company Plan.
New York ia to be without a stock com-
pany in any of its first-class theatres next
year. Daniel Frohman decided yesterday
that the first season of his new Lyoceum
Theatre would be devoted to E. H, Sothern
and other popular stars, among whom will

be Annie Russell,

The Empire Theatre stock company,
which has existed ever since the theatre
was opened, will go out of existence after
the «S‘rmut year. When the newly deco-

theatre is opened next fall, it vrﬂl be
unh Maude Adams in a new plny John
Drew will follow her, and after that en-
gagement Margaret Anglin will be the
slar.

Mr. Frohman was under contract to
make Charles Richman a star,
large forfeit to be released. Mr. mchmn
and Miss Anglin have been co-stars of the
Empire stock company on ita travels f
three years. Mr. Frohman has decid
that public taste has now changed 8o that
only stars are acceptable to the publie.

SHE'SOUT WITH “MR. PICKWICK.”

Loulse Gunning Will Stay tn Town When
He Gees Rambling.

Louise Gunning, prima donna of *“Mr,
Pickwick” at the Herald Square, is going
to leave the company when it ends its run
here two weeks hence. Miss Gunning's
health is not good, and she says she can't
play one night stands in her present physi-
cal condition. She asked E. R. Reynolds,
the manager of “Mr. Pickwick,” to release
her from her contract at the end of the run
here, and he rdmod

“Very well " said she, *if you don't re-
lease me I'll hand in my two-weeks' notios
and then you will have to let me go at the
expiration of that time "

liss Gunning received an offer yester-
day of a place with an attraction that is
goon to open here. If she doesn’'t become
& member of this new company she Is going
to Paris to oomtnue her musical studies.

TAX fl!l WITNESS ABRF"FD.

Actor Harcourt, Who Testifled Againet
Springer, Admits a Theft.

George Harcourt, the actor, who waa the
chief witness against Nathan Springer in
the tax dummy prosecution, was arraigned
before Magistrate Crane in Jefferson Mar-
ket court yesterday, on nchuﬁof larceny.

ocomplainant, 8am Marks, a theatre
ticket ® lator, said that he gave Har-
court ll to purchase aix ticketa at Wallack's
'rhntra and never got the tickets or the

Afu-r first donyh%mo charge, Harcourt
admitted it and on his promise to refund
the money was paroled until to-day.

Harcourt left court n that he would
raise the mo by g his clothes.
He could get for t , he said.
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By JUSTUS MILES FORMAN

“A capital story."—Boston Transcript.

“An absorbing book."—Financial Review.

“ A spanking good story."”—Chicago Tribune.

“A bright little comedy."—Brookiyn Life.

“Excellently well told."—Phila. Telegraph.

| “A dainty, charming tale.”"—Buffalo News.

«The story is delightful.” — Louisville
Courier-Journal.

“A compound which readers will find
very palatable.”—Boston Journal.

“An animated and readable story."—
N. Y. Sun.

“A well told and entertaining story.”—
Detroit Frze Press.

“Really a charming book."—Phila. Public
Ledger.

“A thoroughly likable
Advertiser.

“Entertaining from cover to cover.,”—
Albany Argus

“Sparkling in cleverness and refreshing

in ongmalxty '—Louisville Times.

ervasive charm akin to Barrie."”

oston Advertiser.

Beautifully Illustrated by Anderson, $1.50

DOUBLEDAY, PAGE & COMPANY, 34 Union Sq. E, N. Y,

An Instant SJuccess

story.”—Newark

“A

Coffee Wagon for Brookiym Firemen.

The firemen of Brooklyn received yes.
terday their new coffee wagon, which
js to be used by Chief Murray at all big
firee to supply sandwiches and hot coffee
to the firemen. The wagon is supplied
with a small gas tank so that the coffee can
be k bot, houn The firemen will
pay the expenses of keeping it, which will
amount to only a few oents a month for
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